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ATOCHEM ATOCHEM NORTH AMERICA, INC.
17168 West Jefferson Avenue
NORTH AMERICA Riverview, Michigan 48192-4270
eif aquitaine : Tel: (313) 285-9200

March 5, 1991

Data Entry Unit

Surface Water Quality Division

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
P. O. Box 30028

Lansing, Michigan 48909

Re: Atochem North America - Riverview Plant
NPDES Permit No. MI 0002381

The monthly Operating Report and the Discharge Monitoring Report

. for February are enclosed. Please note the following incident of
apparent non-compliance which has been reported to the Surface
Water Quality Division.

Outfall 001

Permit Limitation for pH: 6.0 to 10.5 Daily Maximum Range

Indicated value on 2/1: 4.2

The apparent incident was caused by methane sulfonic acid
overflowing 46550 Tank and entering the plant sewer after a high
tank level alarm failed due to improper calibration. The high
level alarm was recalibrated and checked. A tank overflow line was
routed to a secondary containment area.

‘ If there are any questions, please contact me.
Very truly yours,

ATOCHEM NORTH AMERICA

~=1r .
KLLL’W Ly /Q ) (_,/C//' ¢

/ Lawrence Bickham, Supervisor
Environmental Affairs
Riverview Plant
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1 17168 West Jefferson Avenue
A Riverview, Michigan 48192-4270

Tel: (313) 285-9200

February 5, 1991

rtment of Natural Resources
Quality Division
28 '

2
igan 48909

the completed Spill report form and NPDES Incident Report
ill which occurred February 2, 1991 at our Riverview, Michigan

revised NPDES Incident Report, for the previously reported
e on January 24, 1991, is attached. The cause and action
n were modified based on further investigation of the in-

Vefy truly yours,

ATOCHEM NORTH AMERICA, INC.

. K

Lawrence Bickham, Superv1sor
Env1ronmental Affairs

Jin Yoon

Jater Quality Division
‘Natural Resources

sen Mile Road
'Michigan 48152
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D. Zudgeb, Chief Ms. Hae-Jin Yoon
Water Quality Division ~ Surface Water Quality Division
nt of Natural Resources Department of Natural Resources
30028 38980 Seven Mile Road

Michigan 48909 Livonia, Michigan 48152

rmit No. MI 0002381
der of Abatement No. 1994

cident(s) February 2, 1991 outfall No. 001
cteristic(s) pH

&er(s) 6.0 to 10.5 100%Z of the time

Le ) .pH = 4.3

yallons of methane sulfonic acid overflowed from 46550 tank

:nt line which discharged to the ground outside of the process

> high level alarm for the tank did not operate due to improper

iring the last maintenance check.

60 minutes

|
tion: Shutdown Process. Spread soda ash on the spill to the

:ralize the material and limit the acid in the sewer to 10 - 20

cralized acid was put into drums for offsite disposal.

vent Recurrence: Install liquid leg from vent line into a

cntrrmAarnt Amav~an  DAamalttsvat+rar 1T hAartral Aalaym arnd AadS110+ mAasrntEFarnanrcra.



DEPARTP_-‘.ENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES _
REPORT OF OIL, SA_ OR POLLUTING MATERIAL - OSSES

ssuanl 1o the provisions of Act 245 of the Public Acts of Michigan 1929 as amended, regulations have bcen issued
hich require that all owners, managers or operalors of vessels, oil slorage or on land facilities shall niotify the Water
2sources Commission or his authorized represenialive of oil, salt and polluling material losses. This nolification shall t

ade promplly by 1elephone or lelegraph. giving briefly the parliculars, and by mail, giving a detailed account of event.
1d condilions. .

e . Company Name

February 5, 1991 ATOCHEM NORTH AMERICA, INC.

céticn of Less (Be Specific)

Outside the West Wall of Process 46

cerial Lest Amount . NaiTe €! surice wiler mivdlied
Methane Sulfonic Acid 50 gallons Outfall 001- Monguagon Creek

‘e Lots was Discovered : Time of Drscovery b
February 2, 1991 : : ' 3:30 a.m.

me of Ceganment of Naturg! Resources Resresentative Contacied -
P A.S. ’

;-:ﬂ. or Teleg apned by Whom . Tume -
Mr. Mike Harris 4:45 a.m.

‘use of Loss (Inchuce Type of Equipment and Oiner Czlails)

Methane Sulfonic Acid overflowed from 46550 tank through a vent line which discharged

to the ground outside of the process building. The high level alarm for the tank did

not operate due to improper calibration during the last maintenance check.

:ture of Less (induce Corrsiele Desenizhion ot Damage)

The material fell on the ground and about 10 to 20 gallons entered the sewer. The pH

of the Outfall'dropped to 4.3 and was outside the 6.5 to 9.0 range for 60 minutes.

™ ~ remaining acid on the ground was neutralized with soda ash and put into drums for

g
off site disposal.

1z.lznat Cummenis {InGude Metase € Conirol, Plans fz: FrevenLofi Of Aetutiense. €L8)

A liquid leg from the 46550 tank vent has been installed to discharge into a secondary

containment area. The tank level indicator was checked and the level alarm was re-—

calibrated. Maintenance records were changed to insure proper calibration in the future.

LAl 4y ime

ATOCHEM NORTH AMERICA, INC.

igturn this form lo:

Dezezrtment of Neturzal Recnuyrces
E rezu Of\/aerf’arc__ment - 24 hr. Emergency tclificaticn U lumlear
€ih Floor Ste.ens T. llzson Zidg. . 517 — 373-7€50

Lznsing, Michigan 28528



